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Dear Class of 1964,

As autumn is in full splendor in Cambridge and MIT’s campus is as vibrant as ever, I am pleased to share
an update on the Class of 1964 Student Aid Fund. Today’s students are eager to learn, collaborate, be
challenged, and effect positive change, and they fully embrace the mens et manus tradition. At the
same time, they express deep gratitude for the opportunity to be here—an opportunity afforded in
large part by donors like you.

By supporting undergraduate scholarships, you ensure the Institute’s ability to remain a meritocracy,
where financial constraints are no obstacle for those who earn admission to MIT. The following pages
provide a glimpse into the truly remarkable impact of your fund. Your generosity is transformative in
both the financial support it provides today, as well as by demonstrating the importance of 
philanthropy to those who will one day be alumni themselves.

As you well know, our students are among the brightest and most talented in the world, and they face
many challenges and pressures during their time on campus.  By supporting undergraduate
scholarships, you afford students the opportunity to focus on their studies and activities, not the
financial burden. At the same time, you demonstrate to them the importance of philanthropy.

On behalf of the Alumni Association and MIT, I thank the alumni and friends who contribute to this
fund, and the leadership who made this endowment a fundraising priority.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Beth McGonagle
Director of Donor Relations and Stewardship, MIT Annual Fund

Enclosures

November 2013
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Andrew Tuan Nguyen 2014

San Jose, California
Electrical Engineering & Computer Science major

Senior Andrew Tuan Nguyen continues as a Class of 1964 Scholar. Andrew has been a Class of 1964 Scholar since his
freshman year. Andrew is a first generation college student. Below he shares with you some of his interests and activities.

INTRODUCTION

I qualified for Interphase due to my participation in the Questbridge program for college applications. I
participated in Interphase for the 2010 year.

MIT ACTIVITIES

DORMITORY/FSILG
I am a member of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity at MIT. In the past, I've held the positions of house
manager and alumni relations chair.

ACADEMIC/RESEARCH INTERESTS

I've taken an artificial intelligence class and a machine learning class, both were interesting to me. I have
been accepted to the Master of Engineering (M.Eng.) program for computer science and engineering
(course 6-3), and I am even considering doing a thesis involving machine learning.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

I worked at A9 in Palo Alto for summer 2013 as a software developing engineer.

CAREER PLANS

I plan on doing the (M.Eng.) program for computer science and engineering (course 6-3).

MY TIME AT MIT
I will never forget getting my first B second semester of my freshman year. In fact, I got three! At the time
I was not very happy, but I think the humbling experience was instrumental in my climb back up to straight
A's my junior year. Hurray! I believe my MIT experience will serve me very well in my future career. I've
grown so much and learned a lot of technical and interpersonal skills that I believe will enable me to do well
in the future.

THANK YOU

I'm looking at the numbers for the award amount that I've received so far and it's well into the six figures. I
really don't think I could be here if not for the generosity of the scholarship donors. Coming to MIT and
having the opportunity to grow into a better version of myself has been the most life changing experience
I've had so far.

I'm very happy with my experience at MIT and I have a lot to be thankful for. At times I get swallowed up by
the rough patches at school, but it's moments like these where I reflect on what it's taken from everyone
to get me to where I am right now, and I'm at a loss for what to say of my appreciation. Thank you!

2013-2014 SCHOLARSHIP PROFILE
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Alyssa H. Smith 2017

Barrington, Rhode Island

Freshman Alyssa Smith has been named a Class of 1964 Scholar. Below she shares with you some of her interests and
activities.

INTRODUCTION

I did FIRST Robotics for the first time my senior year.

HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

ARTS

I played the flute, piccolo and saxophone; I made All-State Band last year and Orchestra my senior year,
and I have also been in the Southern New England Honor Band for the past three years. I played all three
instruments in the pit band for my school's musicals.

ATHLETICS

I swam and ran cross-country; I was named to the all-league team for cross-country my senior year and the
all-league second swim team as a freshman. I was captain of the cross-country and swim teams.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

I volunteered with Marriage Equality Rhode Island.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

I was the secretary for my school's student council; it's an elected position.

ACADEMIC/RESEARCH INTERESTS

I think I read too much science fiction as a child, so I find the idea of artificial intelligence really interesting
even though I know very little about the science behind it.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

I worked as a lifeguard. I also got around to finally do my tube hack.

WHY I CHOSE MIT
On the first day of Campus Preview Weekend (CPW) I worked with four or so people I'd just met and
power tools I'd just briefly learned how to use to build a replica of the Berlin Wall. My hair was dribbling
blue dye onto my jacket because I'd just gotten it dyed an unnatural color. We'd just figured out how to use
extra boards as scaffolding to balance on while attaching sheet rock to the plywood framework, and I now
knew why you should knot extension cords together when you plug them together.

I realized at that moment that these people playing with spray paint and power tools and hair dye were my
people, and figured out how to build things on the fly and worked with people I'd just met and already liked
was something I instinctively understood how to do and really loved doing, and then I couldn't see myself
anywhere else but at MIT.

2013-2014 SCHOLARSHIP PROFILE
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SUPPORTING MERITOCRACY: BY THE NUMBERS

As of October 18, 2013

MIT is a true meritocracy, admitting the best and brightest students regardless of their financial circumstances and 
awarding financial aid solely on the basis of need. The full cost of an MIT education—tuition and fees; room and 
board; books, supplies, and personal expenses; and average travel allowance—now surpasses $59,000 a year. 
Resources are needed to ensure that an MIT education remains accessible to all talented young people. Your gifts 
to scholarships at MIT make dreams possible. Students come here to make an enduring impact on the world. With 
your support, they will surely succeed.

Class of 2017 Profile

 
18,989 Applicants
1,548 Students admitted
8.2 % Admission rate
1,116 Students enrolled
72% Enrollment yield
55% Men
45% Women
8%  International students
48 States represented
52 Countries represented
16% First-generation students 
67% Students who attended public high school
41% Valedictorians* 
92%  Students in top 5% of their class* 
723  Mean SAT I verbal score
769  Mean SAT I math score 

* Excluding unranked students.

finanCial aid at Mit

$43,498 MIT 2013-2014 tuition and fees
90%  MIT undergraduates receiving some 
 form of financial aid
58% MIT undergraduates  
 awarded an MIT scholarship
32%  MIT undergraduates whose need  
 is great enough that they rely on   
 financial aid to pay their full tuition
$33,697 Average MIT scholarship
41%  MIT Class of 2013 graduates with   
 student loan debt
$17,891 Average student loan debt at    
 graduation for Class of 2013              
65%  MIT undergraduates who    
 work term-time
$3,058 Average term-time earnings

All financial aid statistics based on 2012-2013 academic year.


